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UNPLUGGED



PASSIONATE ISSUE / 2016

WEDDINGS
IT WENT FROM POPPING A DISPOSABLE CAMERA ON EVERY 

TABLE TO CREATING A PERSONALISED HASHTAG. NOW,  

THE LATEST TREND IS COUPLES ASKING GUESTS TO CHECK-IN  

THEIR PHONES. THERESA HAROLD REMINDS US WHY IT MAY  

BE BETTER TO PUT YOUR DEVICES AWAY AND ENJOY THE 

EXPERIENCE IN REAL TIME

photography by THOMAS STEWART
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You will miss moments of your own wedding day because there’ll be an iPad in  
the way. You will miss seeing your partner’s face in the aisle.”

When you think about it, these are all salient points. Very few couples dream of 
having Aunt Patricia zooming in on their first kiss at the alter through the screen of 
an iPhone. !e tricky thing is broaching the subject. Naturally, friends and family 
are keen to take photos of the big day – both for themselves and the happy couple. 
After all, guests have more often than not travelled a great distance, dressed up in 
clothes bought specially for the occasion, and would like to capture that blow-dry 
for posterity. The more creatively inclined among them might also snap away 
for the sake of capturing that one candid shot that somehow encapsulates the 
whole uncontrived, cooler-than-Kate Moss vibe that is no doubt what you wish to 
project at your wedding. And those guests – the ones with an Instagram ‘theme’, 
the ones who would have written a brilliantly witty caption, the ones who would 
have instinctively known the correct filter – will be the regrettable losses in this 
unplugged wedding strategy.

Because it is a strategy, and as such, it must be planned, announced, and executed 
without deviation or weakness. !ere will be someone (probably a Bit Of A Character) 
who will have seen a Facebook video shot by a Go-Pro stuck on a whisky bottle and 
passed around the wedding reception, and he will want to re-enact this at your 
wedding, and you will have to respectfully decline. !ere will be a relative who 
is unable to attend and wants your sister to Skype it for her. !ere will be Digital 
Natives who feel this to be an a"ront on their basic rights. Nonetheless, one must 
prevail, and this is how:

Step One: Send out wedding invitations. Quintessentially’s wedding specialist, Anna 
Clutton, suggests “a little note on the invites so everyone is aware well ahead of time”.
Feel free to make references to Tom Ford’s social media blackout à la his comeback 
womenswear show in September 2010. 

Step Two: At the venue, place gentle reminders in visible locations. Some truly 
dedicated couples put bowls out for the o"ending gadgets, but that raises all sorts of 
security questions that you shouldn’t have to deal with on your big day.

Step !ree: Bask in the glow of an imposed digital detox, and take pride in the 
fact that your wedding is yours alone, and not for social media consumption. 
Huzzah! (Except for when you #latergram all the amazing shots your unhindered 
photographer was able to capture, thanks to the lack of smartphone-wielding guests 
taking selfies.)

You’re welcome. 

For further advice from Quintessentially’s wedding experts, please contact: 
enquiries@quintessentially.com
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When Australian wedding photographer !omas Stewart 
posted a rant on Facebook last year, it went viral. !e 
impassioned plea for wedding guests to put away their 
cameras, smartphones and iPads clearly struck a collective 
nerve around the globe.

“Imagine you’re in the middle of your wedding ceremony,” 
wrote Stewart. “You’re elated. You decide to take a quick 
glance towards your guests as you’re sure they’re sharing 
these happy moments with you, possibly even shedding a 
tear of their own. What do you see? No faces at all as they are 
all hidden behind phones and cameras! I highly doubt this is 
the way you want to remember your wedding ceremony.”

Stewart went on to list the many problems posed by guests 
eager to play photographer for the day – from their shoddy 
angles, poor lighting, to the simple fact that a sea of phones 
held aloft during a ceremony actually prevents the wedding 
snapper from doing his job. “Guests with phones, iPads and 
cameras get right in your photographer’s way. !ey have 
no idea how to stay out of our way. !ey often ruin many of 
our shots. !ey will make our photos worse. You’re paying 
a photographer quite a bit of money; that means you want 
great photos. We cannot do our best work with people 
getting in our way. !ese same guests will get in your way. 
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